
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE       Issue 4, January 29, 2010  
 
Office of Administration 
GOVERNOR’S COUNCIL ON DISABILITY   
PO Box 1668         
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
800-877-8249 (Voice/TTY)        
573-526-4109 (Fax) 
http://disabilityinfo.mo.gov/gcd/  

 
Welcome to Issue 4 of the Legislative Update. 

Bills are being assigned to committees and hearings 
are beginning to be held. To make tracking the 
progress of bills easier any change in bill status will 
be highlighted in red. 

 As always, we welcome your comments and 
suggestions.  We again have an index to help you 
find what category each bill is under.  Please feel 
free to contact us with suggestions, questions or 
comments.   

Just as last year, the bill will be summarized the 
first time it is listed.  If significant changes to a bill 
occur, they will be summarized when the change 
occurs.  The bill number, title, sponsor, and current 
status will be reported each week along with the 
Legislative Update issue number in which the most 
recent summary can be found.   

Each issue of the Legislative Update is available 
on the Governor’s Council on Disability’s website 
at http://www.disabilityinfo.mo.gov/gcd/ Access to 
individual bill information is available on the 
Missouri General Assembly’s website at 
http://www.moga.mo.gov/ .  

A glossary of terms can be found at  
http://www.house.mo.gov/ If you need a different 
format please contact our office. 

The summaries are prepared by the 
Research Staff of the Missouri House of 
Representatives and are used by permission. 

If you would like to learn more about the 
legislative process consider attending the 
Legislative Education Project training. For more 
information call 1-800-877-8249. 

Customized Legislative Process training: The 
Governor’s Council will offer customized one day 
trainings on the legislative process. 

Bills are organized in the following Categories: 
 

 Assistive Technology  
 Crime 
 Education 
 Employment 
 Funding/Appropriations  
 Heath Care and Personal Assistance 
 Legal Rights and Responsibilities 
 Mental Health  
 Olmstead 
 Prevention  
 Services for People with Disabilities 

 
Note:  When “incapacitated,”  “handicapped,” etc. appear in a 
bill description, it reflects the terminology of the legislation, 

not the GCD.   
 

    

Need an Alternate Format? 
The Update is available in alternate formats:  standard print, large print, text file, or cassette.  It can be received by one of four 

methods:  mail, fax, e-mail or off our website.  Text files can be downloaded from our website: 
http://disabilityinfo.mo.gov/gcd/  

If you need an alternate format not already offered, please contact the office to ask about an accommodation. 

Abbreviations 
HB……………House of Representatives Bill 
HA…………………...…..House Amendment 
HS…………………...……..House Substitute 
HR………………………....House Resolution 
HJR…………….……House Joint Resolution 
HCS………...….House Committee Substitute 
SB……………………..………….Senate Bill 
SCA..……….Senate Committee Amendment 
SCS…...……….Senate Committee Substitute 
SA……………………….Senate Amendment 
SS……….………………….Senate Substitute 
SR……...………………….Senate Resolution 
SJR……...…………..Senate Joint Resolution 
CCR……….…Conference Committee Report 
CCS…..…..Conference Committee Substitute 
BC……………….Budget Control Committee 
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CRIME 
HB 1293 – Hoskins (R) 
Adds professional therapy dog to the definition of 
“service dog” as it relates to crimes against these 
dogs or crimes of impersonating a disabled person 
Status:  1/7/10 Second Read (H)            Issue 1 
              1/27/10 Referred: Crime Prevention (H) 
 
HB 1631 – Pollock (R) 
Creates the crime of sexual contact with a patient 
Creates the crime of sexual contact with a patient 
when an employee of or a person assigned to work 
in any health care or long-term care facility has 
sexual or deviate sexual intercourse with a patient in 
the facility.  Anyone committing this crime will be 
guilty of a class D felony, and consent of a patient 
will not be an affirmative defense. 
Status:  1/14/10 Second Read (H)            Issue 4 
  

EDUCATION 
SB 654 – Crowell (R) 
Creates the MO Special Needs Scholarship Tax 
Credit Program 
Status: 1/6/10 First Read (S)    
             1/13/10 Referred: Governmental 
             Accountability & Fiscal Oversight (S) 

Issue 1 
  
HB 1296 – Lampe (D) 
Changes laws regarding the identification, 
assessment and education of children with autism 
spectrum disorders 
Status:  1/6/10 First Read (H)            Issue 1 
              1/7/10 Second Read (H) 
 
HB 1450 – Allen (R) 
Changes the laws regarding the First Steps 
Program & the study by the greater St. Louis area 
point of entry 
Status:  1/6/10 First Read (H)            Issue 1 
              1/7/10 Second Read (H) 
 
HB 1463 – Hodges (D) 
Requires public school districts to screen students 
for Sensory Processing Disorder 
Status:  1/7/10 Second Read (H)            Issue 2 

 
FUNDING/TAX RELIEF 

HB 1213 – Dusenberg (R) 
Authorizes a state income tax exemption for certain 
disabled veterans 
Status:  1/6/10 First Read (H)            Issue 1 
              1/7/10 Second Read (H) 
 
HB 1386 – Nolte (R) 
Limits increase in assessed valuation of residential 
property by the percentage of increase in Social 
Security benefits for the elderly and disabled who 
own and live in their principal residence 
Status:  1/6/10 First Read (H)            Issue 1 
 1/7/10 Second Read (H) 
 
HB 1621 – McNeil (D) 
Relating to the Circuit Breaker tax credit 
Beginning January 1, 2011, this bill increases from 
$14,300 to $16,000 the minimum base used to 
calculate the senior citizens property tax credit, 
commonly known as circuit breaker. 
Status:  1/14/10 Second Read (H)            Issue 4 
 
SB 608 – Stouffer (R) 
Creates a tax credit for contributions to 
developmental disability care providers and 
modifies provisions of the residential treatment 
agency tax credit program 
Status:  1/6/10 First Read (S)            Issue 1 
   1/13/10 Referred: Governmental  
               Accountability & Fiscal Oversight (S) 
       
SB 654 – Crowell (R) 
Creates the MO Special Needs Scholarship Tax 
Credit Program 
(See Education) 
 
HEALTH CARE & PERSONAL ASSISTANCE 
HB 1304 – Hodges (D) 
Relating to health insurance coverage for Down 
syndrome 
Status:  1/6/10 First Read (H)            Issue 1 
               1/7/10 Second Read (H) 
 
HB 1311 – Scharnhorst (R) 
Requires health carriers to provide coverage for the 
diagnosis and treatment of autism spectrum 
disorders 
Status:  1/7/10 Referred: Special Comm. on Health 
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              Insurance (H)             Issue 1  
              1/19/10 Hearing Held (H) 
 
HB 1333 – Lipke (R) 
Allows persons who have exhausted their total 
lifetime benefits to be eligible for coverage under 
the MO Health Insurance Pool 
Status:  1/6/10 First Read (H)            Issue 1 
               1/7/10 Second Read (H) 
 
HB 1341 – Grill (D) 
Relating to health insurance coverage of autism 
spectrum disorders 
Status:  1/7/10 Referred: Special Comm. on Health 
              Insurance (H)             Issue 1 
              1/19/10 Hearing Held (H) 
 
HB 1357 – Chappelle-Nadal (D) 
Increases resource limits for medical assistance 
Status:  1/6/10 First Read (H)            Issue 1 
              1/7/10 Second Read (H) 
 
HB 1464 – Hodges (D) 
Relating to oxygen use in residential settings 
Status:  1/7/10 Second Read (H)            Issue 2 
 
HB 1480 – Hughes (D) 
Establishes the MO Universal Health Insurance Act 
and the Universal Health Insurance Program 
Status:  1/7/10 Second Read (H)            Issue 2 
 
HB 1570 – Ervin (R) 
Changes the laws regarding health insurance to 
comply with the federal Health Insurance 
Portability & Accountability Act 
Status:  1/12/10 Second Read (H)            Issue 3 
 
HB 1641 – Brown (D) 
Establishes the MO Universal Health Assurance 
Program 
Establishes the Missouri Universal Health 
Assurance Program which is a publicly financed, 
statewide program to provide comprehensive 
necessary health, mental health, and dental care 
services and preventive screenings for Missouri 
residents. The Director of the Department of Health 
and Senior Services is required to divide the 

population of the state into six regional health 
planning and policy development districts with 
approximately equal population.  An advisory 
council of nine members appointed by the Governor 
will be established for each district.  The advisory 
councils will assist the board of governors of the 
program in developing an annual comprehensive 
state health care plan and a transportation plan for 
indigent, elderly, and disabled clients to access 
necessary nonemergency health care services. The 
program will be administered by a 23-member 
board of governors, 14 of whom will be appointed 
by the Governor, with the advice and consent of the 
Senate.  The directors of the departments of Social 
Services, Health and Senior Services, and Mental 
Health will be ex-officio members; and the board 
will include minority and disabled individuals as 
well as health professionals.  The board's 
responsibilities will include monitoring 
expenditures, adopting rules, employing staff, and 
studying methods for incorporating institutional and 
long-term care benefits into the program.  The 
board is also required to submit an annual report to 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the 
President Pro Tem of the Senate, and the Governor 
on the program's activities and recommendations 
for changes in insurance and health care laws to 
improve access to health care. Prior to the 
implementation of the comprehensive plan, the 
board is required to appoint advisory subcommittees 
of medical professionals and medical and health 
care ethics experts to conduct hearings to gather 
public comment.  The comprehensive plan is 
required to seek the most cost-effective delivery of 
health care services. The bill also creates the 
Missouri Health Care Trust Fund to be used to 
finance the program using federal funds.  Moneys in 
the fund are not subject to appropriation or 
allotment by the state or any political subdivision of 
the state.  Various accounts are created within the 
fund for specific purposes. Every person who is a 
resident of Missouri, regardless of pre-existing 
conditions, will be eligible to receive benefits for 
covered services.  Individuals who are not residents 
but are employed in Missouri and pay the health 
assurance premium will be eligible for benefits.  
The board is required to request that the program be 
made available to federal employees and retirees 
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while they are residents of Missouri.  Certain health 
care services are excluded from coverage. No 
participating provider can refuse to furnish services 
to an eligible person on the basis of race, color, 
income level, national origin, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, or other nonmedical criteria. The 
program is required to pay the expenses of 
institutional providers of health care, and each 
provider is required to negotiate an annual budget 
with the program which will cover anticipated 
expenses.  The program will reimburse independent 
providers of health care on a fee-for-service basis 
using the federal Medicare reimbursement fees as a 
guideline.  Other insurers and employers may offer 
benefits that do not duplicate services offered by the 
program. To finance the program, every Missouri 
resident is required to pay a health assurance tax 
prorated based on the person's Missouri adjusted 
gross income which will be collected by the 
Department of Revenue and deposited into the trust 
fund.  If a federal universal health program is 
implemented, the tax must be decreased as specified 
in the bill. No later than 30 days after the effective 
date of the bill, the Department of Social Services is 
required to apply to the United States Secretary of 
Health and Human Services for all health care 
program waivers that will allow the state to deposit 
federal funds into the trust fund.  The department is 
also required to identify other federal funding 
sources. The program will become effective April 1 
of the year following the award of a waiver by the 
United States Department of Health and Human 
Services.  Notice of the receipt of the waiver must 
be given to the Missouri Reviser of Statutes. 
Status:  1/14/10 Second Read (H)            Issue 4 
 
SB 606 – Stouffer (R) 
Adds comprehensive day rehabilitation services as 
a covered service under the MO HealthNet 
Program 
Status:  1/6/10 First Read (S)             
               1/13/10 Referred: Health, Mental  
               Mental Health & Families (S)         Issue 1 
 
SB 618 – Rupp (R) 
Requires health carriers to provide coverage for the 
diagnosis and treatment of autism spectrum 
disorders under certain conditions 

Status:  1/6/10 First Read (S)               
               1/13/10 Referred: Small Business, 
               Insurance & Industry (S)        
               1/19/10 Public Hearing Held   Issue 1 
 
SB 722 – Bray (D) 
Establishes the MO Universal Health Assurance 
Program 
Status:  1/6/10 First Read (S)              Issue 1 

  1/19/10 Referred Small Business,   
  Insurance and Industry Committee (S) 
 

SB 742 – Shoemyer (D) 
Modifies membership of MO HealthNet Oversight 
Committee 
Status:  1/12/10 First Read (S)             Issue 2 

1/19/10 Referred Health, Mental Health,   
Seniors & Families 

 
SB 825 – Clemens (R) 
Prohibits the substitution of anti-epileptic drugs 
under certain circumstances 
This act requires a pharmacist, pharmacist 
technician, or pharmacy intern to provide 
notification to the patient, a family member, other 
relative, or any other person identified by the 
patient before interchanging one manufacturer of an 
anti-epileptic drug for another manufacturer of an 
anti-epileptic drug in instances where the patient's 
epilepsy or seizures is currently being controlled on 
a specific drug, strength, dosage form, and dosing 
regimen from a specific manufacturer. The 
prescriber of the medication must also be notified 
prior to the interchange. This requirement shall not 
apply to prescriptions dispensed for inpatients of a 
hospital, a long-term care facility or inpatients of a 
mental health or residential facility. 
Status:  1/28/10 Referred: Health, Mental Health 
             Seniors & Families (S)             Issue 4 

 
LEGAL RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITIES 

HB 1382 –  Ervin (R) 
Establishes the MO Patient Privacy Act 
Status:  1/6/10 First Read (H)            Issue 1 
               1/7/10 Second Read (H) 
 
HB 1490 – McGhee (R) 
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Establishes additional standards for ballots and 
voting machines 
Status:  1/7/10 Second Read (H)            Issue 2 
 
HB 1547 – Corcoran (D) 
Allows voters to cast advance ballots 
Beginning January 1, 2011, this bill allows voters to 
cast advance ballots starting on the third 
Wednesday before any election.  Any registered 
voter may vote by advance ballot at the central 
voting location designated by the election authority. 
Voting will be allowed on weekdays from 7:00 a.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. and on Saturdays until 12:00 p.m. 
through the close of regular business hours on the 
Wednesday before the election. 
Status:  1/7/10 Second Read (H)            Issue 4 
 
HB 1572 – Meadows (D) 
Relating to accessible parking spaces 
Status:  1/12/10 Second Read (H)            Issue 3 
 
HB 1644 – Riddle (R) 
Relating to the use of force in self defense 
Specifies that the use of force by a parent, guardian, 
or other person entrusted with the care and 
supervision of a minor or incompetent person; a 
teacher or other person entrusted with the care and 
supervision of a minor for a special purpose; a 
person responsible for operating or maintaining 
order in a vehicle with other passengers; or a 
physician or person assisting a physician is 
justifiable if the person is acting in self defense. A 
person will not be guilty of the crime of patient, 
resident, or client abuse or neglect if acting in self 
defense or in defense of others beats, strikes, or 
injures a person, patient, resident, or client of a 
mental health or residential facility. 
Status:  1/14/10 Referred: Corrections and  
              Public Institutions (H)            Issue 4 
 
HB 1670 – Meiners (D) 
Legalizes the use of marijuana for medicinal 
purposes under certain conditions 
Changes the laws regarding the classification of 
marijuana as a controlled substance and allows its 
use for medicinal purposes.  In its main provisions, 
the bill: 1. Removes marijuana from the Schedule I 
classification for controlled substances and 

reclassifies it under Schedule II; 2. Prohibits the 
arrest, prosecution, or penalty in any manner of a 
qualifying patient who possesses a written 
certification for the medical use of marijuana if the 
quantity doesn't exceed an adequate supply.  A 
qualifying patient younger than 18 years of age is 
also exempt from arrest, prosecution, or penalty if a 
parent or guardian consents in writing to and 
controls the medical use of marijuana; 3. Prohibits a 
physician from being subject to arrest, prosecution, 
penalty, or denial of any right or privilege for 
providing written certification for the medical use 
of marijuana to a qualifying patient; 4. Requires 
marijuana, drug paraphernalia, or other property 
seized from a qualifying patient or primary 
caregiver in connection with the claimed medical 
use of marijuana to be returned to the patient or 
caregiver immediately upon a determination by a 
court or prosecutor that the individual is entitled to 
the protections contained in the bill; 5. Gives 
qualifying patients the same legal rights as other 
pharmaceutically medicated individuals relating to 
routine traffic stops, interaction with law 
enforcement that does not involve an illegal act, 
employer interaction, and drug testing pertaining to 
marijuana and its metabolites; 6. Prohibits the 
medical use of marijuana when it compromises 
the health or well-being of another.  The smoking of 
marijuana is prohibited in a school bus, public bus, 
or other public vehicle; in the workplace; on school 
grounds; in a correctional facility; or at any public 
park, public beach, public recreation center, or 
youth center unless the area is designated for 
medical marijuana use; 7. Prohibits the fraudulent 
representation to any law enforcement official of 
any fact or circumstance relating to the medical use 
of marijuana to avoid arrest or prosecution.  A 
person who violates this provision will be guilty of 
a petty misdemeanor and subject to a $500 fine; 8. 
Allows a qualifying patient or a primary caregiver 
to assert the medical use of marijuana as a defense 
to any prosecution involving marijuana based on 
certain evidence; 9. Requires the Department of 
Health and Senior Services to establish rules for 
governing the issuance of registry identification 
cards to qualifying patients and primary caregivers.  
A qualifying patient or the primary caregiver is 
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required to submit an application containing certain 
information, along with a registration fee not to 
exceed $100 per qualifying patient, before receiving 
the card.  The department has 30 days to approve or 
deny an application; 10. Requires the department to 
maintain a confidential list of persons who have 
been issued a card; and 11. Requires an 
organization to register with the department in order 
to sell, administer, deliver, dispense, distribute, 
cultivate, or possess marijuana or related 
equipment, supplies, educational materials, or 
marijuana seeds for medical use. The bill contains a 
referendum clause and will be submitted to 
qualified voters in November 2011. 
Status:  1/19/10 Second Read (H)            Issue 4 
 
HJR 51 – Cunningham (R) 
Relating to voting a secret ballot 
Status:  1/6/10 First Read (H)             Issue 1 
   1/7/10 Second Read (H) 
 
HJR 64 – Cox (R) 
Proposes a constitutional amendment changing the 
laws regarding voter identification 
Status:  1/7/10 Second Read (H)            Issue 3 
 
SB 666 – Shoemyer (D) 
Relating to accessibility in the state capitol building 
Status:  1/6/10 First Read (S)               
              1/13/10 Referred: Financial and 
               Governmental Organizations &  

   Elections (S)    Issue 1 
 
SB 694 – Wright-Jones (D) 
Modifies laws relating to voter registration 
Status:  1/6/10 First Read (S)              Issue 1  

  1/19/2010 Financial and Governmental         
  Organizations & Elections Committee (S) 

 
SB 852 – Lager (R) 
Modifies the law relation to MO Human Rights Act 
and employment discrimination 
This bill directs the courts to rely heavily on judicial 
interpretations of Title VII of the Civil Rights Act, 
the Age Discrimination in Employment Act, and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act when deciding 
MHRA employment discrimination cases. Parties to 
a discrimination case under the MHRA may 

demand a jury trial. Damages awarded for 
employment cases under the MHRA shall not 
exceed back pay and interest on back pay and 
$50,000 for employers with between 5 and 100 
employees, $100,000 for employers with between 
100 and 200 employees, $200,000 for employers 
with between 200 and 500 employees, or $300,000 
for employers with more than 500 employees. 
Punitive damages shall not be awarded against the 
state of Missouri or political subdivisions in MHRA 
cases. 
Status:  1/28/10 First Read (S)             Issue 4 
 
                      MENTAL HEALTH 
HB 1298 –Lampe (D) 
Relating to the transfer of a mental health patient 
from one facility to another 
Status:  1/6/10 First Read (H)            Issue 1 
 1/7/10 Second Read (H) 
 
SB 774 – Lembke (R) 
Creates additional measures intended to increase 
safety at the Department of Mental Health 
Status:  1/13/10 First Read (S)             Issue 2 

1/19/2010 - Referred Health, Mental 
Health, Seniors and Families (S)  
 

OLMSTEAD 
HB 1358 – Chappelle-Nadal (D) 
Requires DHSS to strongly encourage long-term 
care facilities to institute policies encouraging 
family involvement in the well-being and support of 
its residents 
Status:  1/6/10 First Read (H)            Issue 1 
               1/7/10 Second Read (H) 
 
HB 1631 – Pollock (R) 
Creates the crime of sexual contact with a patient 
(See Crime) 
 

PREVENTION 
HB 1217 – Dusenberg (R) 
Relating to the motorcycle helmet law 
Status:  1/6/10 First Read (H)            Issue 1 
              1/7/10 Second Read (H) 
 
HB 1548 – Calloway (D) 
Establishes the High School Sports Brain Injury Act 
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Establishes the High School Sports Brain Injury 
Prevention Act which requires school boards to 
work with the Missouri State High School 
Activities Association to develop guidelines, 
information, and forms for coaches, student 
athletes, and their parents or guardians on the nature 
and risk of concussions and head injuries, including 
information on continuing to play after a concussion 
or head injury.  An information sheet must be 
signed and returned each year by the athletes and 
their parents or guardians before an athlete can 
practice or compete. An athlete suspected of 
sustaining a concussion or head injury must be 
removed from competition until evaluated by a 
licensed health care provider trained in the 
evaluation and management of concussions and 
receives a written clearance from the provider to 
return to play.  A health care provider who 
volunteers and authorizes a return to play will not 
be civilly liable for damages resulting from any act 
or omission in rendering the care except in the case 
of gross negligence or willful or wanton 
misconduct. 
Status:  1/27/10 Referred: Healthcare 
              Transformation (H)             Issue 4 
 
HB 1581 – Sutherland (R) 
Relating to MODOT plans, programs and projects 
Requires the Department of Transportation's plans, 
programs, and projects to provide full consideration 
for the safety and contiguous routes for bicyclists, 
pedestrians, disabled persons, and transit users of all 
ages and abilities. Bicycle and pedestrian ways or 
accommodations must be given full consideration in 
the planning and development of transportation 
facilities by the department, including their 
incorporation into state plans and programs. 
Consideration of bicycle and pedestrian ways or 
accommodations are not required where there is an 
absence of need or an excessive cost  
disproportionate for the need or where bicycling 
or walking is not permitted. 
Status:  1/13/10 Second Read (H)            Issue 4 
 
SB 720 – Bray (D) 
Relating to MODOT plans, programs & projects 
Status:  1/6/10 First Read (S)              Issue 1 

1/19/2010 - Referred Transportation 
Committee (S) 

 
SERVICES 

HB 1270 – Meiners (D) 
Changes the name of the Crippled Children’s 
Service to the Children’s Special Health Care 
Needs Service 
Status:  1/6/10 First Read (H)            Issue 1 
              1/7/10 Second Read (H) 
 
HB 1302 – Lampe (D) 
Expands the Amber Alert System to include missing 
endangered adults 
Status:  1/6/10 First Read (H)            Issue 1 
              1/7/10 Second Read (H) 
 
HB 1334 – Lipke (R) 
Establishes the Evan de Mello Reimbursement 
Program to provide financial assistance for the cost 
of transportation and ancillary services associated 
with the medical treatment of an eligible child 
Status:  1/6/10 First Read (H)            Issue 1 
              1/7/10 Second Read (H) 
 
HB 1447 – Carter (D) 
Requires the development of caseload standards by 
the Departments of Health & Senior Services and 
Mental Health 
Status:  1/6/10 First Read (H)            Issue 1 
              1/7/10 Second Read (H) 
 
HB 1521 – Nance (R) 
Expands the Amber Alert System to include missing 
endangered adults 
Status:  1/7/10 Second Read (H)             Issue 3 

 1/21/10 Referred Senior Citizen Advocacy  
 (H) 
 

HB 1610 – Schoeller (R) 
Relating to assistance for eligible households 
through the Utilicare Program 
The bill specifies that any attempt to pay, or an 
actual payment of, a utility bill will not adversely 
affect the assistance that an otherwise eligible 
household would receive through the Utilicare 
Program and removes the requirement that 



9th General Assembly 2000 
Issue 1 – January 7, 2000 

 

Issue 4, Page 8 

95th General Assembly 2010 
Issue 4 January 29, 2010 

households must have their service disconnected for 
failure to pay their bill before being eligible for 
assistance. Electric or gas companies must allow 
customers who incur an arrearage during the cold 
weather rule period to retain service by paying one-
third of the arrearage, plus the current bill, in each 
of the three months following the cold weather rule 
period.  
Status:  1/26/10 Referred: Utilities (H)          Issue 4 
 
HB 1637 – Wasson (R) 
Allows for a “Multiple Sclerosis Society” special 
license plate 
Allows for a special license plate designated 
"Multiple Sclerosis Society." To obtain the plate, a 
person must submit an application to the Director of 
the Department of Revenue accompanied by an 
emblem-use authorization statement along with an 
additional $15 fee.  Any person who was previously 
issued a Multiple Sclerosis Society plate and who 
does not provide an emblem-use authorization 
statement at a subsequent time of registration will 
be issued a new plate which does not bear the 
Multiple Sclerosis Society's emblem. 
Status:  1/27/10 Referred: Transportation (H) 
               Issue 4 
 
HB 1661 – Pratt (R) 
Changes laws regarding state purchasing as it 
relates to giving preference to any qualified 
nonprofit agency for the blind or severely disabled 
Changes the laws regarding state purchasing as it 
relates to giving preference to any qualified agency 
for the blind or the severely disabled.  In its main 
provisions, the bill: 1. Requires the Commissioner 
of the Office of Administration to determine a fair 
market price for all products and services offered 
for sale to state agencies and political subdivisions 
by any qualified nonprofit agency for the blind or 
the severely disabled; 2. Requires the commissioner 
to develop rules regarding the assignment of 
products and services to be supplied by nonprofit 
agencies for the blind and severely disabled; 3. 
Authorizes the commissioner to purchase products 
and services elsewhere when requisitions cannot be 
reasonably complied by the nonprofit agencies for 
the blind and the severely disabled; 4. Requires the 
commission to publish a list of suitable products 

and services provided by qualified nonprofit 
agencies for the blind and severely disabled and to 
distribute the list to all purchasing officers of the 
state and its political subdivisions; 5. Requires all 
products and services provided by nonprofit  
agencies for the blind and severely disabled to be 
procured at the price established by the 
commissioner if the product or service is available 
within a reasonable time; 6. Specifies the language 
that must be included in all contracts entered into 
between legislative, executive, or judicial agencies 
and private contract vendors; 7. Prohibits the 
purchase by any state agency of similar products 
and services at comparable prices and quality from 
any other source than a nonprofit agency for the 
blind or severely disabled if the nonprofit agency 
certifies that its products meet the comparable 
performance specifications, price, and quality 
requirements established by the commissioner; 
8. Authorizes the commissioner and any state 
agency to enter into contractual agreements, 
cooperative working relationships, or other 
arrangements with nonprofit agencies for the blind 
and severely disabled and allows the commissioner 
to secure information from any state agency in order 
to develop effective and efficient delivery of 
products and services; 9. Requires the head of each 
state agency to annually submit a report of its 
purchases to the commissioner who must publish a 
report of the performance of the state use program 
to all nonprofit agencies for the blind and the 
severely disabled, all state agencies, the General 
Assembly, and the Governor; and 10. Allows the 
Governor to appoint a committee of at least eight 
members to collaborate to further the policy 
objectives in the bill.  The committee must consist 
of five members of the General Assembly, at least 
one representative from a qualified nonprofit 
agency for the blind, at least one representative 
from a qualified nonprofit agency for the severely 
disabled, and at least one private citizen. 
Status:  1/19/10 Second Read (H)            Issue 4 
 
SB 804 – Schmitt (R) 
Establishes an  Epilepsy Awareness Day 
Status:  1/20/10 First Read (S)            Issue 3 
              1/25/10 Referred: Progress & 
              Development (S) 
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              2/3/10 Public Hearing Scheduled (S) 
 
SB 812 – Schmitt (R) 
Relating to Multiple Sclerosis license plates 
Status:  1/21/10 First Read (S)            Issue 3 
              1/25/10 Referred: Transportation (S) 


