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The ADA is not the only federal law that safeguards the voting rights of a person with a 
disability. Other federal laws include: 

Federal Law Description 

Voting Rights Act of 
1965 

Requires election officials to allow a voter who is blind or has 
another disability to receive assistance from a person of the 
voter’s choice. Prohibits election officials from conditioning the 
right to vote on being able to read or write, attaining a particular 
level of education, or passing an interpretation “test.” 

Voting Accessibility 
for the Elderly and 
Handicapped Act of 
1984 

Requires election officials to provide either an accessible polling 
place in federal elections or an alternate means of voting. 

National Voter 
Registration Act of 
1993 

Requires all offices that provide public assistance or state-funded 
programs that primarily serve persons with disabilities to provide 
an opportunity to register to vote in federal elections. 

Help America Vote 
Act of 2002 

Requires election officials responsible for conducting federal 
elections to: 

• provide at least one accessible voting system for persons 
with disabilities at each polling place; and 

• ensure that the accessible voting system provides the same 
privacy and independence that other voters receive. 
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